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NFR of the lunch time meeting on preconception care – 5 July 2012

Participants: 

Preparing for Life Initiative: 
Ysbrand Poortman
Irma Nippert
Arnold Christianson 

HQ staff: 
Elizabeth Mason
Bernadette Daelmans
Anna Van Bolhuis
Krishna Bose
Samira Aboubaker
Severin von Xylander
Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli
Charlotte Sigurdson Christiansen




AFRO:
Phanuel Habimana

AMRO:
Mathilde Maddaleno

EURO: 
Valentina Baltag
Gunta Lazdane

SEARO:
[bookmark: _GoBack][Kiran Sharma]
Martin Weber
P.D Nayar

WPRO: 
Howard Sobel


Objectives:
1. For WHO regional office colleagues and the Preparing for Life Initiative core team members to meet and get to know each other.
1. To discuss support and collaboration from the Preparing for Life Initiative to WHO regional offices for regional and country level activities discussed and agreed upon in the meetings on Preconception care held in Geneva in the first week of February 2012.

Agenda: 
Welcoming remarks by Dr. Elizabeth Mason
Self-introductions
Background by Ms. Charlotte Christiansen 
Statement by Preparing for Life Initiative
Statements by regional colleagues
Discussion 
Summary of agreed upon next steps by Dr. Venkatraman Chandra-Mouli

Important points raised during the discussion
Preparing for Life Initiative:  
· Huge networks globally, but not a donor organization
· Want to support preconception care through the regions
AMRO: 
· Important to focus on the healthy life course
· Especially 3 countries are interested (Chile, Mexico and Uruguay) 
· In these countries midwives are already trained in preconception care
EURO: 
· Preconception care is a topical issue in Europe
· An example is the low fertility rate, such as in the Russian federation. Right now, there is no support for this
· There is attention on a politically high level for work with NCDs
· There will be a high level meeting on NCDs in Turkmenistan in December 2012 for all the 53 member states, this could be a good forum to talk about preconception care 
· There will also take place more specific regional and country meetings in 2013 
AFRO: 
· More focus on the continuum of care
· The directors of the various departments in HQ should communicate with their in line directors in the regional offices 
· Areas within preconception care of special interest for AFRO would be HIV, FGM, early marriage, nutrition (anemia)
WPRO:
· Did not participate in the February meeting, so still needs some more information, but this could be very interesting for WPRO
· Forced marriages and interventions concerning this could be of special interest
SEARO: 
· Very interested in organizing a regional meeting
· Lots of interventions are already being provided through other programs/areas in NCD prevention 
EMRO: 
· Sexual behavior and areas related to this topic could be easier discussed within preconception care 
Annemiek van Bolhuis: 
· Health across the life course is one of the main pillars of WHO, and an  important building block of WHO’s work
· This is a good example of how this can be provided, as it has clear outputs to be put in program budgets 
Bernadette Daelmans: 
· Importance of not needing to deliver this as one package
· In bringing out this work from WHO, we need to be systematic, and provide technical assistance to countries
· Perhaps a need to develop standards of universal packages?

Next steps: 
· Preparing for Life Initiative will convene small meetings with all the regional teams throughout the week to discuss concrete next steps
· HQ will continue to collaborate with Preparing for Life Initiative  




Thanks to Preparing for Life Initiative (enabled by DSM nutrition)
for providing sandwiches, fruits and drinks for the meeting

