Minutes and action list Preparing for Life teleconference 16-05-2018

Participants: Irmgard Nippert, Alastair Kent, Helen Malherbe, Ysbrand Poortman, Madelon Meijer-Hoogeveen.

1. Welcome to all and especially to Helen Malherbe, who introduces herself. Cor is excused to participate in the teleconference. Ysbrand is chair of the teleconference. 
2. Changes in the PfL board are communicated: Cor Oosterwijk and Symone Detmar new (ad interim) chairs and Madelon Meijer-Hoogeveen secretary general for 10 hours a week. The international scientific expert consortium needs active board members and a secretary general. Names suggested by Ysbrand Poortman are Jack Brian, Marleen Temmerman and Jill Shaw. Helen is asked to be the secretary general. She asks for a more detailed job descprition before deciding. Participants are asked to think about appropriate persons to approach for the internaional scientific expert concortium. Suggestions may be sent by email to Madelon. 
3. The agenda of the European Conference is discussed. Suggestion is made to promote preconception care as a low cost intervention to arouse interest among policymakers. Also, the importance of packing ideas into activities is stated. Assessment of the scale of the problem needs to be addressed. The Netherlands may serve as an example of gain by a preventive programme. For the South African region there is need for uniting and improving the different existing projects. Helen is, together with Arnold,  asked to make suggestions for a policy agenda and action programme for the European Conference. Also, they are asked to make a proposal who should be invited to the African delegation of the European Conference. The meeting with an African delegation may be the first step to a regional meeting. 
Madelon is inviting WHO staff members to the European Conference. Are there any suggestions for WHO staff members that are currently working in the field? Ysbrand will check the participants of the WHO meeting in Oman. 
The content of the programme of the European Conference should be innovative. Health Economic assessment is important and more attractive than the usual topics such as food fortification and alcohol prevention. The recent Lancet publications may be discussed. 
4. There is need for more clarity on the actions to be taken by the Preparing for Life consortium. The teleconference participants are asked for input / ideas / proposals. 
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Actionlist:
· Suggestions for new members international scientific expert consortium: action all.
· Suggestions South African region policy agenda and action programme for the European Conference: action Helen and Arnold. 
· Proposal participants African delegation: action Helen and Arnold. 
· Proposal WHO staff members (from previous WHO meeting Oman): action Ysbrand.
· Proposal actions to be taken by the PfL consortium: action all.  
